1. Besides the so-called palmar fascia, which radiates towards the webs of the fingers from its origin at the insertion of the Palmar is longus, there is a fairly strong covering over the fingers themselves called Gerdy's fascia. These constantly participate in various injuries to the hands ; and inflammation in either is apt to lead to contraction unless this is obviated by the use of splints. Burns and scalds by boiling oil, &c., are consequently frequent causes of extensive deformity. Punctured wounds which are followed by the formation of pus and constant irritation of the parts by the use of certain tools are also apt to cause contractions. In all these traumatic conditions the possibility of this result should be borne in mind ; and the use of splints at first and of friction and passive movement afterwards should be adopted. 
